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It is with dpexpresvable pleasure that I have just
raceivad the letter vou wrote to our dear slster Anna,. You are surprised
at my long silence aha you perhaps offen xxy think that I have forgotten
you, but, my dear, do not believe iti... Can one [orget a far-awey sister
and only think of ocnesell? How hard and selfish one would be! What is the
reason for this sllence? if not the fatal habit of putting off till
tomorrow what one should do today. On the other hand, when one has 1ittle
children one ls always busy, and often, when & free moment does come
along, ope is tired, indolent, unable to produce a single thougnt, let
alone write it down. My dear sister, coupt on yeour goodness zond tell
myself that you will forgel 2ll ny wrongs in this respect.

I was greatly surprised to hear ol your change of address, for I
thought you were settled for sver at Stieglitz. This, and our own moves,
rzminds me of this word of the Scriptures : "We have no permansnt city
on =saprth, but we sesk that which is to come," Happy are we if, living
an earth as strangers and travellers, we atiach ourselves mors and mors
to the things which belong to Heaven whare Christ is seated on the right
of the Father and where our dear, good parents have precaded us for a
time. I trust thst you are perfectly happy in your new sphere of activity,
in any case I offer my sincere wishes that your undertaking mey be to
sour greatest advantage in all respects, May the Lord ginexhisxhiesringxtmy
pomxxmmmmlay nis blessing on you all, on your home, oh your work, so
that all your wishes may bs fql?illeﬁ. T am especially pleassd to hear
that the ctate of your health is as you wish it. Here, also, I pray oar
neavenly rather to continue to fill you with strength and Kerpxxayxx2rwxx
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rard ofI” from youn @11, my dear Australian rolatives, illnesses and trials,
according to His will,

__As for us, who on
anniversary, wa ara pe

i

Thursady 15th July celebrate our sixth wedding
acefully treading the path of 1life, hapry in our
love, happy in our children. Of courss we also have our troubles, our Iriad
triais, oar cares, buc houever at the end of each day we can exclaim with
the psalmist: “ly soul, bless the Lord and forget nona of nis bsnefits,
iy soul, bless the Lord and iet everything withian me bless the name of
his ¥oliness for it is He who lorpives all iniquitises, who cures all
iofiraities, who reises your life up from the grave, who surrounds you
with Kiodness and coupassion, who 2xi¥wxymprmsniiaeiihnan so £ills your
mouth with goolthings that your youth is renewed like that of the sagle.”
(103] My d.ar husband makes life sasy for ne and, certainly, in spite of
our children who arrive one after the othar, I would not change my

E?sition for another., ~fter spending wore than four years at Morat

surten], where my husband taught French in xmeamsdrjooimzix the secondary
school, we dgcided, or rather my husvand decided, to accept thejposition of
Hoaduaster of the Neuvevill Girls' Secondary School, since il was the
third time that suchim an offar had been made to him by the authorities of
that town. Besides at liorat he did not find teasching at Morat very pleasant
for above all else he likes mathematics and the natural sciences, Ib 2
addition, our children were becoming rcre German than French, so that we
are pleased with the chenge., At Morat we had some boarders, almost all
young Freach lads learning German, We have had a lot of tronble and a lot
of worry with them, With ope whose mother lives in Paris we lost a large
amount of moneys; another was sick in our house for 7 weeks and then died
at his parents' place a fortnight after leaving us. This xorrewx
bereavment which happened at the same tiue as that of our beloved father
made us exceedingly deprssased, low we are laft with only a young Xezmmk
‘orphian miwme boy of Fronch origin whom ws already had at Morat, and a
ranggmaidxx vory healthy honsemaid., Our 1little Helen who turned 5 on 17th
Hey dis a blg plump zkikrx blue-eyed girl who 18 &e¢tive and practical. She
is sveelb and obedlent and already dees little jobs for me. I have not yet
gent her o school bocause she is the congtant companion of her brother
- Zdouard, a year younger than her and who is also her very opposite. He i1s
- thfﬂmeiy lively, long and thin, with black eyass, he Eh&tﬁ avey 1llke a
. magple and has to be held in chack like a flighty horse, He seems to be
very intelligent but is not very robust, I mnst always handle him carefully,
- Thedr 1ittle sister 4lice who Xurnadx was a vear old in May is also -
i qg;.ﬁh& looks 1ike Eelepe, but she has the eyes and the liveliness of
19T br ggx at the woment, although her

» brother, Sis ds developing rapidly tha ‘
ething ie zavuuiiagzhees holding her back for valking. Between Hdounard
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j and Altey wo had o little giel whom God Lotk back ageln after tiree
= duya of peloful existanea, Our woving wes nol hasgn Lovoursble to the
ehildran, bub thay ugy woll unui]fnr whluh1I thanle the L;r& 5r?m Liies
bottom of my haapt, They wera all gore op 1ogs il% angd 1 &; W Rt
the doctor to each of tﬂum, H£QH£nhﬁﬂﬁﬁh;§Qkﬁgx BB APk h Bk e e s
Ko doubt when one has children one ungl oxpecl dark diys wnen 11linesse
{2 under one's roof. The Leed pupizhes thoss he loves and ¥is hand yodch
wounds 4= also that which heals. fs for myzell, T am well, with regard
to likeness I am almeat a zecond lerds, although lass thin than ner.

Tn the 6 yesrs since I laft the Vallon (Villeyd, I have only been
back once to St. Imier, two years ago; nﬂcurdinulyﬂ canaot Loll Jou
mueh abaut our brothers and sisters, and morover what 1 do zakx ia1ny
hearsay. 4 month ago ouyr dear Anna visited b after spendiog a weak at
St, Imier, and she said our ralatives were in good health, apart from
F[‘itf who is vary close to p[lﬁfiflg avWal . Tnfl.ﬂ docteurs themselvag are
aetoniched that he has lived so long., lLast year we had this ??ar _
brother for 4 months with us at Morat, FHe was very hapiy with us, and

felt a 1ittle better, but his lungs are too diseased to nops for a
cure. We mnst therefor expect a bereavemant; IXXIX the last link of a
long chain xkxk is about to break, It is gnd for his wife and F 5003,
of whom the SE."I.':CJI'HJ., Harmann f;lgﬁd 15 il'}jlﬂ, gseems to be goling ua:&l;f
astray, May the Lord have plty on hinm. As your letters are read by
everyone, do not mention this when you write. _ ;

We have pronised Marie to go and spend a Sunday with her with ouor
children. Perhaps it will be next Sunday. I greatly look forward to
sesing our brothers and sister again with 2ll their 1little ones, e
chall also try to make them come one Sunday, it 1s so easy with the
train, You would be astonished if you saw all the changes which have
cccurred in our valley; you would be quite lost. If we leave Neuveville
at 7 a.m. we are at ot. imier by 9.20, is not that wond=rful? All the
villages are begcoming unfortunately evil 5.
making its ravages evarywhere, luxury is spreading in a frightenin
manner, homes are often eaten away inside by the worm of discord.
believe that watchmaking is far from prosperons, and yet man runs after
pleasure as if he were on earth only to enjoy himself. There is so
little seriousness, so wmuch worldliness, that we must not be surprised
if the Rod which strikes so many countrias for once visits us.

I am very pleased that you have rsceived a letter from Hermanp.

* He seews to have completely forgotten us. I thought' that Dad's death
would strengthen the bonds which should unite us, but Hermann did not
answer either the telegramrie telling him this sad news or the letter
giving him details of the last moments and death of our beloved father,

Oscar is sorely tried in lhids children. So far he has had 3 who
canniot walk, one is Y and a half., It sesms they have a disease or
weakness of the Dbones. Warn

My husband and children sond you a thousand /greetings. My dear izt
sister, write me soon and may our letters arrive’ safely,

iy letter 1s very long, and so I shall finish by commending you
all to the Protection of our good heavenly Pather and sending you all,
yon my dear sister, uy dear brother-in-law, my dear nephews and nieces,
my: wost loving kilscses 2nd our most affectionate grestings.

Albertine Germiquet

w

Neuveville, 13th July 1875



