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: Forranteny, 2204 Morech, 677
apy danp sistar ‘ &
I am  Eald tlnt’i hava not writtan you Lfor nore than & yosej i bellieie
nawe of mysell, Lag nevar hoan ny stronr (ofnts and
4

it, Cor weiting, glving

hasidas, since oy last letter so many things have happenad in 24 %Zu our old

Burope, closa to our Swi bzerland, our owitzarland jt%elf lad gso ﬂrﬁﬂtlj Felt
the rapupcussions of the events tﬂh*ﬂﬁ placa on onr frontiers, that 4t wag
difficvlt to find the resce of mind nacessary for writing long leFt&"H. “ o
please forglva wy loar silance, ﬂumembprng the circumsbances In viich we nay
bean, and above all plesse 8o not think that bescaug= I_Laue not writtgﬂ for
so lone I hads forgotten you o your doar fardly., 4o 1 think, or ratner we
thinlk often of you, we speak of zon often &8lsoj gnd ther § not #~ day, in our
family worship, wh2n we do not ‘commenc you, at, tlhe samz time as all obr dear
onzs, to the Eeavanly Father so that he may keep you ana bless you bounti-
fully in Jesus Crist with all the blessings which lia has Tor those who
helieve Him., +and it is also kx with is prayer that i bagin my lstter
oy it please God to zrant it 3n His wercys

hacts

today;

; jinna, Yo will send off a lettzr slopng with this, has given you all
the details conceraning the ‘amily whicn she thought would interest you,
ﬁ;nﬁf;ggt the news sou will m?cej\,fe, F00 will find a saﬁ, very sad item, chat
concarns our dear fether. Edd your praryers to ours s=o that the Lord may
pactore his mind o Yealth and: get him pecce. iz is all-powerful, aad
against all hopa w= nust hope. n a2 Wworg i.e can cure him;lha has cured

or ¢
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than be. Why corld He not do gs
t -hrone of

111

contavs to hore tlaersfors and lat us not tira in besieginz fhe 't

grace &na 35*39; that ‘he Lord may make soue good come out of thies sore
frial Zp tha glory of Lim Foly dame.

So as not to papsat whot #nna Les alreacdy told you, I shall not takk

to yon of Fritz, Osesr, Feemann, tarie, Albaertine or their respective
familins, I *‘ra:;‘il anlv eveak of my farily rna myselfl, abopnt whom aAnna says
nothing.  iHell thea, tlianks be to God, we are all wall. Eince I wrote you,
nars of s has besen 311; onr little bor, now apged I5 months, has grown a
1ittle, 21though he is still snly a tiny 1ittle tot; be is very well and has
dnever been ili; Lo tell the “roth, and for this we cznnbf sufficiantly

thank the good God; and probably withia » few aays ép weelks he will be abls
te tirot aronad tha roon, withsut havie bo be reld vy by his zunt, or mother,
or by bie dad, wio will rot bs displeased. liy dear wife has also always
been fairly well, very well indz=d, h view of all tThe frork she has had to A
do, work which the wall batwzen Francs =nil crussia nas Gorbled and svanp
Eripled, Jnst imegine what she hize €0 do! Apart Crom ounr sir boarders,

lagds feom 12 to 18 who go to the Forrentruy cantonsl school, the wezks we
lodead four conng ladies whe we-e fugitives fpom HMontleliard, and wa fed
them as well as two old people from the sama town wio had also taken refuge
at Forrentruy and who livad, f not in our ho'e, at least in tha rouse which:
wa live tn. Jn addition ko that nn saearal occaisions we had Lo lodge two
of our Swis saldiers, whom wa Ixks km xsk venally Iavibed, in view of the
savare season, b share oour t-ble, althongh we were not obligad to do so as
they Gid their own cooline. In this way there wag soretimes I5 to I8 at
table, withount couatinz the child, and the same number sleaping & our homa,
Trink what work this meant for sy wife! Tortunately our dear sister could
give her help and our maid did her very best, llow, thanks (o God, we are
back in nur pnormal ctate, Cur town which swarmed with fugitives and for a
Poy months with soldiars has aow resumad ite nornmal aspect sinee, the peace
mralicinaries having been signed, the fugitives hava been able to returax
‘to thedir kewssg !oma Jand end the soldiers hava left us and have gone back
to their homas. A

Lty Xbu-would perhaps like me to tell you something of this war. What shall
- I say? It was souddenly declared at a time when it was lesast expected,

' m one day, from one hour, from one moment to the next. It was a thunder=-
in a limpid, serene sky, without a clound to warn of its approach. |
0 rnight Switzerland raised an army of 30 to L0 thousand men to safeguard
Hﬁggq@ier ﬁromn?qrrantruy to Besle and Schaffouse. A fortnight after }
declaration of war, that is at the beginring of Zugust, t e French |
upqgtgn at Woerth, Wissemburg and Forbach and were inpetreat on the
e. On 18th Augnst, further German victories around Metzj an arny |

was encircled withing this city and its sarroundings and a few
(as obliged to surrender, But already prior to this another i
st as many men had laid down arms at Sedan and Napoleon kus had
er in the hands of the King of Prussia. Accordingly, the 3
- moved away from our frontiersjtovards the end of
re able to return to their homes. But it was
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*ft . nthe. By Oclobhar we had once mora 2 ¢ 3 thousand wean
gonly fonr a fwe months. By Oclobar we hat ' ore - Lo Ay JF a4 ma
Thair nunher was incereased around Haw Yaar to 6 to o

o dn our district, :
thousand in our district of Porrentruy. The war h?d onee unors come closs
¥o onr country, Belfort, which is only 7 leagues (21 miles) from Porrentrg
was besiegad by tha Germans, and frrthermore a ¥rench army of 150,000 men

Balfort, From the beginning of January

wxx gatherod at Besancon to free
lmost every day 3£ Y or 5 leagues (9 to

vanguard fightfng took place g

15 miles) from here, On 15th “Yanuary a geratl battle tozk place in the

vicinity of Kemkeimiaxz lMontcellard; it lasted 3 days; frow here we

could hear not only the sound of canon-fire but of rifle-fire, Once more
sancon; encircled by the Germans,

the French wera forced to retreat to Be
they had no choice but to surrender or to seek refuge on Swiss territory

by laying down thelr arms. They choose the second alternative, and our
soil was invaded by 80,000 French soldiers, dying of zai# hunger, cold
and misery. This was in fthe beginning of February. Now that peace has
been established, they are belng sent back to thelr homeland; in two or
three days the last will have left Switzerland. .
So you see that our little country has also had to suffer from this

war moremurderous than any which went before it. 4nd yet, thanks be €
God, we can only bless Him. He has prctected and guarded usj; he gavef\Lhe
opportunity to help, at least slightly, the unfortunate vietims of this

horrible war. We did a lot; we could have done a lot more, if only to
show our gratitude to God who spared us, whilst so many beautiful and
rich districts HﬂxﬂxﬁxxﬂﬁtzﬁxﬁklﬂiﬂxwxHiﬂ have been lald waste and so
many families, in both Germany and France, been plunged into grief,
Now rezce has been made. Will it last? It is not thought so

gensrally. The conditions of the Germans ar> so exorbitant that the
franch will not rest nntil they have hod their r:=venge. And so it is
that in ten or twenty years, there are some peorle who cey only five
years, we ¢ uld have a xEprxkimm repgtition of the homible massacres of
which we have bean as it were the spacxtators, ‘Will Switzerland then

be srared as it has besn this time? Ws hore soj; but it is God who dir-
ects events,and who knows what Ha is resarving for ne to punish us,to
detach us from ths world, to t=2st owr Faith and to save our souls?

ind so more than svar I know that it is necessary to be ready for every-

thing, to place all our trust in God and to mwm rely only on Him. lay
I, mav ye aot be content with feesling this only, but let us act accord-
ingxly, sesk the Lord whilst He can be found, call upon him whilst le
is nezr, so that on the day of trial distress wa may know where Ee is
an C t and conllience,

i

d can look tec iim in all trn
cher 1 that I tell you, befora I end, that

My dear sistsr, is thera nsed that 1 t
weﬂ%lmayﬁ nray gnr ‘on, for ropr husband and for your children, that we
anxiously wait for vour news and that we shall @1$§g the Lord 1f kk=
?”F“H$W€‘FGU give us is go d ., very goxd? Yes, ®WXXgkk us soon, vary

ong let'er. Uod willing 1 shall not take as long ax to raplv to it
as To the last.

J jhll best wishes from my dear wife for you, your kumsxk husband and
childrens best wishes and kisses for you all from me, and you, and you

dear sister, believe 2lways in the undring aflactdn of
four brother who loves you
G
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